Salvation’s Assurance

Wherefore, brethren, give the more diligence to make your calling and election sure;

(2 Peter 1:10)

In this verse the Apostle encourages his readers to “make your calling and election sure”, implying that it is possible to do so and it is our responsibility to do so for our self. The idea of diligence is the same as diligently seeking God of (Heb. 11: 6) and I can only do that for myself. 
Peter declares earlier, “that by his divine power hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness”, (2 Peter 1:3)

“whereby he hath granted unto us his precious and exceeding great promises; that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature”, (2 Peter 1: 4)
In verses 5 -7 he list the things we often refer to as Christian virtues and states that if we have these things in our life they will keep us busy and fruitful in our relationship to the Lord. 
If we add and keep these things in our life there will be added to us an entrance into the eternal Kingdom of Jesus Christ our Lord. (2 Peter 1: 11)

There are two key elements to our assurance of salvation. One is the role of Faith in our life and the other is the role of repentance. 
Faith is the ability to see the truth of God for what it is and it comes through knowledge of God and His word. It gives us the ability to see through the smoke and clutter of the world and accept God’s word for what it is, TRUTH! It gives us basic truth about why and how we are here but it is not intended to refute or be refuted by anything. Faith is the key to our relation to God, “And without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing (unto him); (Heb 11:6). 

In (I Peter 1) the Apostle states; “who according to his great mercy begat us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, unto an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, ”.
 (1 Peter 1:3-4) He goes on to say, “We are guarded by the power of God through FAITH unto that salvation.  (Vs 5)
Repentance is the means by which we reclaim a relationship with God. For the alien sinner, it is the act of putting to death the “old man” of sin by turning ones back on sin and makes one a candidate for baptism which washes away our sin. (Rom. 6: 3-6) Earlier, Paul declares a universal condition of man and his relationship to God; “for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God”. (Rom 3:23) To this end we render obedience to the gospel as described in (Rom. 6).

But this is not the end of sin in mans life nor the role of repentance. Being fleshly and susceptible to Satan and the lust of sin we continually fail and sin before God. While I believe that in the sacrifice of Jesus by His death upon the cross the debt for all of mans sins are paid but not unconditionally.  
Consider the words of John as he wrote, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. (1 John 1:8-10) It is repentance of our sins that brings about confessing our sins to God with a heart of sorrow and when we do so God forgives. There is no other option, it is not living a perfect life, we cannot do that, (although we are to be prudent in the way we live) it is genuine repentance regardless of what anyone else may say or think that keeps us close to God. If you sin, repent and if you sin again repent again.
With faith in Gods word and the avenue of prayer for forgiveness every Christian should have assurance and hope in the promises of God. 
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